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THEY
WILL
ROCK
YOU
HBO’s Vinyl revisits the golden age of rock ‘n’ roll
By Joe Nazzaro

B

oardwalk Empire creators Terence Winter and Martin
Scorsese team up with veteran rocker Mick Jagger (who
originally conceived the idea of a show two decades ago)
for the new HBO drama Vinyl. It’s about music executive Richie
Finestra (played by Bobby Cannavale) trying to run a successful
business amid the fast-changing 1970s music scene.
“The whole project takes place in 1973 New York,” explains
make-up department head Nicki Ledermann, who won an Emmy
for her work on the Boardwalk Empire pilot. “It’s about a record
label owner and his experiences with the music industry, but
we also have flashbacks back to Andy Warhol in the 1960s, as
well as scenes set in the 1950s.
Bobby Cannavale as
Richie Finestra
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“ TH ERE WAS . . . A FUN
AND EXPERIMENTAL
EVO LUTIO N H APPENING
WITH TH E BEAUTY
MAKE-UP IN TH E ' 70S.”
—NICKI LEDERMANN
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Various ’70s make-ups
on Juno Temple as Jamie
Vine (this page and at
right)
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“What’s cool about this show is it’s not just about punk
rock; it’s about the start of it and how it started to evolve.
We have every musical genre in this show, which makes it
even more appealing, because we have all this good stuff
from every type of music, from soul to blues to rock and
roll to the early punk music.
“There are fictional bands in the series, as well as
people who really existed, so we have Alice Cooper and
David Bowie, and some cool flashbacks to soul singers like
Tony Bennett and Ruth Brown.”
And there is no shortage of iconic styles in the series,
from the outrageous to the glamorous. “You’ve got Iggy
Pop,” says Ledermann, “who started cutting himself
onstage at that time, and Alice Cooper with the blood he
used in his show, so there was already a little bit of that
sort of thing going on.
“There was also the androgynous glam side of that time,
which would go between David Bowie types and the punk
rockers, so I think there was a bit of an overlap in the
look before they eventually went in different directions.
The glam rockers turned more into a mix of heavy metal,
more on the rock side and fading out the glam a little bit,
whereas the punk rockers were more on the dirty, smeared
side.
“The ladies of the ’70s were also very interesting, and
there were so many different styles there as well. You had
the clean and plain-looking girls; you had the revival of
the ’30s with the thin, round eyebrows; you had your
shimmery glitter colors coming in; and then the glosses
versus the leftover ’50s/’60s looks, red lips versus nude
lips. There was also a fun and experimental evolution
happening with the beauty make-up of the ’70s.”
In casting performers who looked right for the role,
everybody cast as a musician was an actual musician.
“That was really helpful, just in terms of body language
and movement when they had to act,” says Ledermann.
“In terms of the looks, sometimes we had huge
challenges making people look like the person they were
supposed to portray. We had John Cameron Mitchell, for
example, who played Andy Warhol, and the director said,
‘So you’re going to put a nose and prosthetics on him …’
and I said, ‘No, I’m not, but don’t worry, he’ll look like
Andy Warhol.’ And then I said to the producers, ‘Listen, he
wants me to put a prosthetic nose on him, and we’re not
going to do that, because it’s going to take forever and it
may be distracting, but he’s such a good actor, he will pull
it off. We’ll do what we have to do to make him look as
close to Andy Warhol as we can, but please, let’s not do
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Nicki Ledermann
with Temple

Vinyl debuted Feb. 14 on HBO. Check local listings for times. Watch the
trailer at bit.ly/HBO-Vinyl.
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Susan Heyward as
Cece Matthews

Olivia Wilde
as Devon Finestra

Clockwise

prosthetics, because it’s always so damn distracting
for everyone!’
“I always feel when you portray an actual
person, unless they have a facial feature that is so
pronounced on that person it makes him who he
is, it’s always best to stay away from prosthetics. If
you can use other things like matching hair or great
acting, I think it’s better to capture the feel of the
person rather than the actual mirror image. I totally
appreciate prosthetic artists, who are truly masters of
their craft, but I’m more of a painter, so I approach
everything with a painter’s eye and I feel I get away
with it most of the time.”
With the first season of Vinyl now finished,
Ledermann is particularly happy with the way
her team successfully captured the period and its
characters.
“We also got to be a little experimental,” she notes,
“and the producers were really great about giving us
that freedom. There were specific things they asked
for, but for the most part, they allowed me to do what
I wanted, and we had a great cast.
“I’m very proud of this project, because it was fun
and creative, and it reminds you how great the ’70s
were in terms of allowing you to express yourself, to
not be afraid of being different and be excited about
change, which I think is something we need to get
back to today.”
As for future seasons of Vinyl and some of the
surprises that await, “I don’t know what Terry has
planned for the series,” says Ledermann, “but he’s
a brilliant writer, so whatever he comes up with will
be fun and exciting. And with Marty overseeing
everything, and with Mick Jagger as a producer, it
doesn’t matter which direction we go, it will be really
cool and interesting!” MA
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